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The Community Players’ President’s Message 

Welcome!  As you are probably aware, this is our 75th Season.  No small feat, 
especially for non-profit theatre companies.  Since this is such a special milestone, 
the Board wanted to increase our season to four productions.  This April slot brings 
the Pulitzer Prize winning drama, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” to our stage. 
Albee described the inspiration for the title thus:  “I was in there having a beer one 
night, and I saw “Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” scrawled in soap, I suppose, on 
this mirror. When I started to write the play it cropped up in my mind again. And of 
course, who's afraid of Virginia Woolf means who's afraid of the big bad wolf . . . 
who's afraid of living life without false illusions. And it did strike me as being a 
rather typical, university intellectual joke.”   

“Va Woolf” as we called our production at Salisbury State Theatre in 1975 
brings back very fond and personal memories for me.  I was part of that wonderful 
group that toiled under the remarkable leadership of Dr. Leland Starnes. Good 
grief!, our Stage Manager for this production, Megan Davis, was not even born 
when I worked on the College’s performance staring Sue Hess, Leland Starnes and 
our very own Kathy (Peters) Panchyk.  Many of us have grown up with Community 
Players either by being an audience member or working on the productions.  Our 
wish is to continue to grow by presenting award winning plays, new works and be-
loved classics to new and mature generations alike. 

Thanks to you, we will. 

 Sharon A. Benchoff 
Officers 

President Sharon Benchoff 
Vice-President Tom Robinson 
Corresponding Secretary Ken Johnson 
Recording Secretary Kel Nagel 
Treasurer Charles Linton 
Immediate Past President Lisa Robbins 

Board of Directors 

David Allen        Joseph Benamati        Robin Finley  
Cindy Gore      Ernie Matthews      Sherri Trader Hynes      Mary Veise 

Standing Committees 
Advertising Tom Robinson 
Box Office Charles Linton 
Concessions Brenda Allen 
Historical Bonnie Bosies 
House Carol Alex and Mary Veise 
Maintenance Lester Huss 
Membership Rusty Mumford  
Nominations Pat Oberholtzer 
Patrons Ernest Matthews 
Production Tom Robinson 
Program                    David and Pat Oberholtzer and Tom Robinson 
Publicity  Sherri Trader Hynes, Kel Nagel and Kathy Panchyk 
Scholarship Cindy Gore 
Season Tickets Ernest Matthews 



 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

Synopsis 

Martha is the daughter of the president of the college where her 
husband is an English professor. After a party, they invite a 
young couple who are new to the college over to their home.  
To say that there is give and take in the interactions between 
these four is wildly under describing the action. 
 
 

Place  

The living room of a house on the campus  
of a small New England college 

 
 

Act I 

Fun and Games 

Intermission 

Act II 

Walpurgisnacht 

Intermission 

Act III 

The Exorcism 

There will be ten minute intermissions between the acts. You’re  
invited to visit the refreshment stand in the lobby during the break. 

Please do not take photographs or video during our performance.  
Please turn all cell phones off or to vibrate.  
Please do not text during our performance. 



 

 

 

 

 

501 Snow Hill Road, Salisbury, Maryland 21804 
410-742-5141 Fax 410-749-3278 



 

  

  

Cast 
(in order of appearance) 

 
Martha Ann Northam 

George Matt Bogdan 

Honey Shelbie Thompson 

Nick Dan Hudson 

 

Production Staff 

Director ....................................................................... Robin Finley  

Producer  ............................................................. Sharon Benchoff 

Stage Manager .......................................................... Megan Davis 

Set Design ............................................................. Ernie Matthews  

Costume Coordinator ................................................ Lynne Bratten 

Set Construction ............................... Ernie Matthews, Gary Finley,  

 Sharon Benchoff, Megan Davis, Ed Duvall,  

 Robin Finley, Leslie Hendrickson,  Nadine Jackson,  

 Jim King, Jean King, Tom Marr and Mary Veise 

Set Decoration ........................................................... Debby Nagel 

Lighting  ........................................................................ Gary Finley 

Sound  ...................................................  Gary Finley and Bill Gore 

Sound Effects .......................................................... Tom Robinson 

Props ......................................................................... Megan Davis 

Hair/Make-up .................................................... Shelbie Thompson 

House Manager ............................................................ Mary Veise 

Publicity ..................................  Kel Nagel and Sherri Trader Hynes 

Program Cover/Poster Design ................................ Kathy Panchyk 

Program ................. David and Pat Oberholtzer and Tom Robinson 



 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

Director’s Message 
I saw the film version of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? many 

years ago and it has haunted me since. The “truth or illusion” theme 
fascinated me. But when I saw the stage play I was struck by the  
comedy – dark humor to be sure, but humor nonetheless. I believe 
that, even though George and Martha entertain themselves by slashing 
away at each other, theirs is truly a love story. They have a loyalty to 
one another that is very touching. That is, to me, what makes “George 
and Martha, sad, sad, sad.” So I hope you enjoy their story and don't 
be afraid to laugh. 

No show is ever staged without the help of some very dedicated  
people. So, I would like to thank everyone who helped with this  
production. Sharon Benchoff, (producer) who kept me on track with 
her advice ; Megan Davis (stage manager) for her humor and support; 
Debby Nagel (set decorator) for her tireless searching for the right  
set pieces; Ernie Matthews (set construction/design) for saying yes 
when he could have said no; Bill Gore and Tom Robinson for helping 
me find the music and sound effects; Lynne Bratten (wardrobe) for 
making my actors look good (despite her broken leg); Gary Finley 
(lighting design/sound) for his endless patience and his infatuation 
with George and Martha; and, finally to Ann, Matt, Shelbie, and Dan 
(my actors) for their time, patience, and so much hard work. You are 
my right ... (well you know what I mean). 

Most of all I would like to thank Community Players of Salisbury 
for giving me a chance to bring these characters to life. 

 Robin Finley 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
211 Phillip Morris Drive  

Salisbury - 410-742-5334 

www.christsby.com 

Pastor - Bill Green 

Weekly Worship Services 
 

Saturday 
6:00 PM - Saturday Nite Lite Service 

Sunday 
8:30 AM - Arise Service 

9:45 AM - Encounter Service 

11:00 AM - Celebration Service 



 

  

  

Who’s Who in the Cast 

Matt Bogdan (George) Matt has been involved with the Community 
Players of Salisbury on and off for 30 years. He directed The Odd 
Couple, The Impossible Years, Lend me a Tenor, Twelve Angry Men, 
My Fair Lady, and The Music Man. He played in Thomas Jefferson 
in 1776, Bill Sykes in Oliver!, Jud in Oklahoma!, and the Tin Man  
in The Wizard of Oz.  Matt has been an English teacher for 34 years, 
most of them at Pocomoke High School, and directed over 50 shows 
at the high school level.   

Dan Hudson (Nick) Dan would like to thank Community Players  
and Robin for the opportunity to be a part of such an amazing cast. 
He is a graduate of Delmar High School and Salisbury University. 
Dan was also involved in the production of The Mousetrap  

Ann Northam (Martha) Ann has appeared in four Community Players' 
productions — The Spider's Web, Social Security, Cinderella, and 
The Solid Gold Cadillac. In college she majored in Speech and  
Theatre and has since honed her performance skills as an award-
winning member of Toastmasters, and had featured roles in summer 
stock and dinner theatre. She refers to Martha as the role of a life-
time. She follows in some mighty big footsteps: Uta Hagen originat-
ed the role on Broadway. Elizabeth Taylor made the role famous in 
the movie. And Sue Hess was Martha, acting with Dr. Leland 
Starnes, in the Salisbury University production. No pressure there!!! 
Rising to the challenge has been her focus since she said “Yes!” 
when director Robin Finley offered her the part. 

Shelbie Thompson (Honey) Shelbie is thrilled to be making her 
Community Players debut in such an iconic show with an amazing 
cast. As a freshman at Salisbury University with a minor in theatre, 
Shelbie plans to continue acting during her college career. Past  
theatre credits include; Frances in Five Women Wearing the Same 
Dress, Lily St. Regis in Annie, and Queen Aggravain in Once  
Upon a Mattress. She would like to give a HUGE thanks to Robin 
and Megan for all their hard work and dedication to make this  
production happen! 

 

Who’s Who Behind the Scenes  

Robin Finley (Director) This is Robin's first time directing a show for 
Community Players. She directed Five Women Wearing the Same  



 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

Dress last summer to benefit “Relay for Life”. Robin has been in  
several shows for Players and WorWic's Dessert Theatre and was  
stage manager for The Odd Couple. She wants to thank her production 
crew, actors, and family for their hard work, help, and understanding. 

Sharon Benchoff (Producer) Sharon has been an active member of  
Players for over three decades, known for her work as a lighting design-
er for over thirty productions including The Fantasticks, Footloose, The 
Wizard of Oz, 1776 and, most recently, Oliver!. Sharon has also di-
rected Noises Off, An Inspector Calls, Laughing Stock and Wait  
until Dark. She recently designed the lighting for Salisbury School’s 
Peter Pan and Bennett high School’s Rock and Roll Revival, as well  
as productions at the Mar-Va Theater in Pocomoke. She is finishing 
another term as our president . 

Megan Davis (Stage Manager) Megan is so happy to be working with 
Community Players and the cast and crew of Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?. Previous credits include Five Women Wearing the Same Dress 
and The Mouse that Roared, as well as stage manager of Player’s  
production of Chicago. Here’s to years of “truth and illusion.” Enjoy! 

Gary Finley (Lighting Design/Sound) Gary has been involved with 
lighting performances for Wor-Wic Community College in the past  
including some of their annual Dessert Theatre and Variety Show pro-
ductions. Gary has also involved himself with the Community Players 
of Salisbury, where most recently, he has had his hand in lighting Har-
vey, Laughing Stock, Bell, Book, & Candle, An Inspector Calls, You 
Can’t Take It With You, Charley’s Aunt, and The Mouse That Roared.  

Ernie Matthews (Set Construction) Ernie has been a valuable part of 
Players for over two decades. Whether designing and building sets or 
directing, we know we can count on Ernie for our productions. He is 
also chairman of the Patrons Committee; is in charge of Season Tickets 
and handles on-line ticket sales. Ernie is currently serving on the Board 
of Directors for Players. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

Special Acknowledgments 
 

Kacy Burkett — Artwork 

Comcast Spotlight 

Delmarva Public Radio 

Robert Dobrin of “Electrachime” (San Rafael, California)  

Jones and Dryden Truck Rental 

Jeanne Hall Vise 

Marge Hall 

WorWic Community College  

 

As always we wish to thank those individuals who contributed  
but whose names do not appear in the program. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

947 Mt. Hermon Road 
Salisbury 

Full Menu plus Specials  
starting at 11 AM 

 

Happy Hour plus  
Late Night Lounge Specials 

 



 

  

  

 

Patronize a Locally 
Owned Restaurant 
15% Community Players  

Show Discount  

If you present this ad at one of the following participating LORA  
restaurants this week you will 15% off your dinner entrée.  

Adam’s Ribs  

Break Time Sports Grill 

Cactus Taverna 

Cakes By David 

Mister Paul’s Legacy Restaurant 

Delmar Pizza 

Catering by Chef Stewart of Flannery’s 

Hunan Palace 

Sub Runners 

La Tolteca Mexican Restaurant 

Old West Steakhouse 

Sobo’s Beerstro 

Vinny’s LaRoma Italian Restaurant 

The Deli at Pecan Square 

Steak Salisbury 

1 Fish 2 Fish Crabs and Seafood 

Mojo’s Urban Eatery 

This offer is valid  through Sunday, April 21, 2013 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

Join Players for our next shows! 

 

Wizard of Oz - June 21, 22, 23, 2013  
at Wi Hi Auditorium 

In June check our web site at 
www.communityplayersofsalisbury.org  

for a list of our 2013-14 shows or send in the following  
Membership Application and you will get our  
newsletter Backstage for the latest updates. 

 First Name:    Last Name: 

 Home Address: 

 City:      State:  Zip: 

 Home Phone:    Cell Phone: 

 E-Mail 1:    E-Mail 2: 

 *Additional family members names (must reside in the same household)  

  Adult - $10   *Family - $20   Student - $5 

Community Players Membership Application 

P. O.  Box 2431 - Salisbury, MD 21803 

      An active member shall be entitled to: the right to vote on business matters and officers, the right to  
seek and hold office, the right to borrow costumes, props, or set pieces, the right to participate in workshops 

free of charge or at a reduced cost, receipt of the newsletter, and attend dress rehearsals without cost.  



 

 

 

 

 

1147 Pemberton Drive 
Salisbury, MD 21801 

 
Phone:410-677-0707 

Fax:410-677-0799 
www.pembertonpharmacy.com 

 

A Full Service Pharmacy  

and Boutique Gift Shop 

 



 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

Our Patrons 2012-2013 

Guardian 

 Tom & Susan Robinson Tom & Lydia Welsh  

Benefactor 

 Tim & Sue Benning Kel & Debby Nagel 

Donor 

 Richard & Nanette Bird  Lloyd & Alice Foard 
 Stephen & Holly Hearne Linda & Chris Hurley 
 Brian & Tammy Kilgore Jim & Jean King
 Rod & Pat Layton Mrs. Mildred B. Palmer 
 Ed & Donna Prager  Roland & Miriam Scheck 

Sponsor 

 In Memory of Anna C. Allen Ron & Jackie Ayers 
 Andy & Marilyn Booth In Memory of Chris Bosies 
 The Bounds Family Jane S. Buckley
 John & Dottie Butler Michael & Annette Conger 
 Anne Cuomo John & Carol DeBerardinis
 Bob & Kathy Fisher Edwin & Norma Fleischer
 Mary Sue & Gordan Gladden Barbara S. Hanson - Dance Unlimited
 Joanne F. Hearne Irving & Hazel Herrick 
 Adrianne & Lewis Kadushin Jim & Donna Kaylor
 Chuck & Sheila Lemak Jean & Ralph Lopez
 Ken & Liz MacFarlane Mary Frances Macon 
 Gary & Brenda Maczis Ernie & Elizabeth Matthews
 Margy & Dick Meeks Carroll Banks Interior Design
 Bill & Faye Morin Susanne Morris
 Bill & Jan Owens Marian L. Patterson
 Frank & Gerry Schmidlin Lillian & Lester Simpson 
 Edward L. & Barbara T. Stephens David & Ginny Studley 
 Shirley Thomas Taylor Mary & Stephanie Taylor
 Clifford & Linda Topham Richard & Karyl Tyler
 Stephanie T. Willey Kate & Dan Zimmerman 

Friend 

 Barbara Benton Lynne P. Bratten 
 Don & Debra Cooper Alfred Huffer 
 Mrs. Veronica Nagel John & Vickie Pick
 Bertha Stitt Beverley A. Thompson 

 Barry P. Wilson 

Supporter 

 Paul & Bonnie Andrews Marie Calafiura
 Louise Essick Philip & Louise Luft
 Jim & Coleen Mister Nancy Jo & William C. Pepper
 Eleanor Plachta Richard & Marimargaret Reichert
 Mr. & Mrs. Miles Riggin Denise C Speicher 

Kevin & Linda Turner 



 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 


