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President - Sharon Benchoff......................... fresnelop@aol.com
Vice President - Ken Johnson.......... kjohnson71063@gmail.com
Treasurer - Charlie Linton........ charliecamtransport@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary - Kel Nagel............... kelnagel@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary- Terri Thornton...mrspooh34@aol.com
Immediate Past President - Becky Mumford

David Allen - wizard@bwave.com

Susan Rogers - sandsrogers@comcast.net
Ernie Mathews - ernie29@comcast.net
Tom Robinson - tomchicken@aol.com
Kathy Panchyk - kpanchyk@gmail.com
Lisa Robbins - movingdrean@aol.com
Mandy Welch Hamill - actwelch@aol.com

Elections
Elections for officers were held Wed. May 6th at the Players’ Workshop.
Message from our President:

As a result of our membership meeting last evening, the following Players have been elected.
Ken Johnson will be our President and Mandy Welch-Hamill is our new VP. Sherri Hynes
and Lester Huss are our new Board members and David Allen will serve out Mandy’s Board
term. Brenna Johnson is our new Corresponding Secretary with Kel and Charlie remaining on
as Recording Secretary and Treasurer. A big thanks to those of you who served last year and
congratulations to our new Officers and Board members. I know all will carry on the tradition
of bringing Salisbury the best theater experience possible.

Again Thanks,

Sharon




[image: image2.jpg]Director Kel Nagel will hold auditions for Doubt: A Parable by John
Patrick Shanley at the workshop of Community Players of Salisbury, Glen
Ave Extended, at 7 PM the evenings of Tuesday through Thursday
May 19 to 21, 2009.

Actors will be asked to read from the
script.

A

Characters:

Father Brendan Flynn, white, late 30’s
Sister Aloysius, white, age 50’s-60’s
Sister James, white, 20°’s
Mrs. Muller, black, around 38
For director’s notes on the characters
Questions? E-mail kelnagel@yahoo.com

DOUBT: DIRECTOR’S NOTES FOR AUDITIONS

The following are some thoughts

I have about the Doubt characters
as of a rainy April morning. They
may well change as we get into
auditions and rehearsals.

The ages of the characters listed in
the audition notice are those speci-
fied by the author in the script.
They represent the age at which the
roles plays, not necessarily the age
of the actors who will be cast. As
you will see, I have my own ideas
about the ages.

Sister Aloysius is the protagonist
of the play. She is the principal of
a Catholic elementary school in
the Bronx in the fall of 1964. She
1s listed as 50’s to 60’s, but tells
Sister James that prior to becoming
a nun she was married to a ser-

viceman who was killed in WWII.
This suggests that she was a young
woman in the early 1940’s, which
would make her around 45 in 1964.
Meryl Streep was 58 when Doubt
filmed last year. Cherry Jones was
48 when she played the role on
Broadway in 2004.

There is some incongruity in the
information the author gives us, but
this will help us to create a back
story for Sister Aloysius which
should help us understand her at-
titudes and behavior.

She is a nun of the old school in a
time of rapid change in her world of
school and church, and the outside
world of New York and the United
States. She does not agree with the
changes in the church promoted

by the Vatican II Council, and the
new attitudes expressed by Father
Flynn. She wants the traditional
ways of teaching and disciplining
students to continue. Is her suspi-
cion of Flynn related more to her
prejudices rather than fact?

She is deeply conflicted because
acting on her suspicions will be
regarded as action against a supe-
rior and the hierarchy in general.
She harbors a general feeling that
is wrong to criticize the church and
her superiors. Additionally, we
have to consider what may hap-
pen to her if she openly “blows the
whistle”. What will she do if she
losses her position, or is cast

continued on pg 6
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Community Players is pleased to announce that several local restaurants will offer dinner discounts to
those holding tickets for any (same day) performance of their next show,

“A Murder 1s Announced”

Several members of the Local Owners Restaurant Association (LORA) will be offering a

15% discount at:
Adam’s Ribs
Cactus Taverna
Chesapeake Steak House
Fountains
Market Street Inn
Old West Steak House

Vinny’s La Roma

Zia’s

For the evening performances, pre-show theater goers should present their tickets to servers when
ordering. Those attending the Sunday matinees should present their ticket stubs.
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out of her religious order? She is
a single middle-aged woman, un-
trained to be anything other than
what she is, in 1964. She will not
be writing a best seller about her
experience and going on Oprah
to sell it. She has considerable
internal conflict as doubt roils her
previously certain persona.
Father Flynn is listed as late thir-
ties. He may play a bit older, but
basically is an up and coming all
star of a priest. He has had previ-
ous assistant pastor assignments
but has not been made a pastor
yet, so he shouldn’t play older
than 45. Phillip Seymour Hoff-
man was 40 when Doubt was
filmed last year.

Flynn is a man of the new church.
He embraces the changes of Vati-
can II, is in favor of more open-
ness in the church and a greater
role for lay members. He is smart
and charismatic. He is in conflict
with the “out of date” principal.
Whether he is guilty of child
sexual abuse is left unanswered,
and it is vital to the production
that we do not attempt to answer
that question. We will all have our
own thoughts, and may wish to
discuss them in the post play audi-
ence discussion session.

Sister James is listed as 20’s. She
presumably went into the convent
on leaving high school. She has
had at least one prior teaching
assignment, so is probably in her
late 20’s. Amy Adams was 34
during the Doubt filming.

James is bright, enthusiastic,
idealistic and naive. She wants to
believe the best about everyone
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she encounters, whether it is her
students, her principal or the priest.
Doubt enters her world, and she
tries to rationalize away conflicts.
Mrs. Muller is listed as around 38.
She obviously should be age ap-
propriate to have a 14 year old son.
Viola Davis was 43 when filming
Doubt. Like Amy Adams, she
looks younger than she is.

Mrs. Muller is devoted to her son,
and worries about him. His fa-
ther is rejecting him, because he
seems a sissy. He has enrolled as
the only black student in this all
white Catholic school as a refuge
from the boys who tormented him
in public school. She feels it is his
last chance, and is so desperate for
the boy’s success that she is willing
to ignore the possibility that he is
being abused in order to keep him
in the school. While she is on stage
only seven of the thirty-nine pages
of script, she is a vital and chal-
lenging role.

Approaching the characters in

Doubt will be a challenge for all
of us involved. I myself have no
experience being a woman, much
less a nun or an African Ameri-
can. Those cast in the younger
roles obviously will not remember
1964, so I have a personal advan-
tage there. I was indeed in the
50’s and 60’s a student in a Catho-
lic school in the New York area,
an altar boy for many years, and
all that. I was never molested or
treated in any inappropriate way
by any priest, and was as shocked
as anyone with the revelations of
the past few years. We still don’t
know whether Father Flynn was
an evil abuser or one of the many
good priests I had the good fortune
to know. It will be interesting to
explore the possibilities. Like-
wise, although this play is quite
intense, it will be fun, which is
why I do this stuff. For fun.

Kel Nagel, April 22, 2009




